.40 THE MORALITY OF RADICAL ECONOMICS

prohibitions against medical treatment. The former expressly limits the
‘expostre of votith to. altcrnatwc 1d€1s and v1ews of the world anci thus
[imits their abxhty to. draw on human wisdom at large to make declsmns_;
about their own lives, and the latter leads to. unnecessary suffenng from
illness and sometimes early death directly causing cutrent saffering and
sometimes: affecting any chance of future well-being.,

Again, let me-again-quote from Sam Harsis (2010, p. 20):

Many 50c1al scicntists. mcorrcutlv believe-that all iong—standmg human prag-
tices.must becv olut:onaﬂlv 'tcieptnc for-how clse cotld they pcrsast?’ Thus-
even the most bizarre and =unpmduc:tnL.". bchaviors ﬁ_fcmalc-gcmtai- ¢xcision,
blood feuds, infanticide, ‘the torture of aninials;s
cannibalism, Ccrcmomai rape, human sacrifice, dangerous-male initiations,
slavery, potlatch, the killing of the clderly, sati, irrational dictary and agri-
cultitral taboos artended by chroni¢ hungcr ;md malhourishment, the use-of
heavy metals to treat 11Em:ss ete;’— have been mttonahch ar gven 1c£callzcd
in the fire-lit scribblings.of one or another dazzled Lthnographcr But the.
merc endiirance of a belicf system does not suggest that it is adaptive; much.
less wise. It nierely suggeses that it hasn’t [yet] led directly toa soc;cty s col-
lapsc or killed its practitioncrs outright. [brackets ming].

And fto eclaborate on one more. concrete example (echoing inner-city
gang subculture in Chlcago substitute ¢ gang member™ for “male rela:
tive™) that ovetlaps closcly with the “bad” society e;ampic offered above:

Thc pcopleof Albania rave 2y encrable tradition of vendetta called Kanun:.
if a-man commits a murdcr his family can kill any onc-of his malc relatiy cs
“'in‘reprisal. 16 boy 1as the misforturic of being the son of brother of a.
murderer, hé must spend his: days and nights'in hiding, forgoing a proper
cducation, adequate health care, and-the pleasures of a normal life, Untold
1_numb_crs o_f Albanian men and _boy_s 11\;_, as prisoncrs of their honics cven
now. (Harris:2010, p. 1; Bilefsky 2008; Mottincr and Toader 2008),

Such forms of traditional morality clearly are not conducive to human:
well-being and thus-casinot be ¢orisidéred moral based on widely held and
scientifically supported genieral human moral principles.

Rawls and the New Contractarian Approach

Much of the basis for western [iberal political theory stems from “social
contract theorists” such as Hobbes, Locke, Kant, and Rousseau, and most’
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